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Since shortly after the time of Mohammed, when the
property laws connected with the Mohammedan religion
took form., women have had a liberal control of their own
property. These laws were copied after laws belonging
to the time of Justinian in the Eoman Empire, where
the property rights of women were regarded. They
suited the social organization of Mohammedanism for
the reason that no Mohammedan woman necessarily
bears a permanent relation to any man. Her father may
die, her husband may divorce her, and she therefore her-
self must have a permanent control of her own property.
Therefore, it has come about that during all the past
centuries Mohammedan women have been free to buy or
sell or alienate property, without the control of any other
person, and in fact without the signature of the woman
herself no transfer of any kind could be made of her own
property. This, of course, includes only the property
that belongs to a woman by inheritance or has come to
her through some other personal channel.
These property laws have, however, developed in many
Mohammedan women a strong business sense and power
of judgment. Some Turkish women, even, have been in
the habit of pleading their own cases in property ques-
tions in the courts of law. This state of things is wholly
in contrast to the personal seclusion required of them
under the old customs. It is, therefore, the case that in
Constantinople and other advanced cities where women
are now breaking away from all outward restrictions,
there is a basis of preparation in their minds for the
ability to control affairs. In general, Mohammedan
women are considered of strong mentality.
In Constantinople, at the present time, the most pro-
gressive among them write for the papers, advocating
separation of Church and State. They belong to wom-
en's clubs, and they have social freedom in general so-
ciety. Certain leading Turkish women in Constantinople

